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l. Housing Market: Strong, but not 'nuts' ... mayb
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By Dave Thompson 
dave@quadcitiesbusiness.com 

Griffin Wagner and her husband, Gregory, have a lot of expE 
when it comes to searching for homes. In fact, she says they h 
too much experien�e. 

In the past three years, the Eldridge couple have been lool 
buy a home. It has been a frustrating journey. They have loo 
dozens of homes, and time after time they have been outbid c 
ply didn't like what they were seeing on the housing market. 

"There's a lot of bottom-of-the-barrel homes for sale right n 
I think a lot of sellers are taking advantage of the situation b 
they know it's a sellers' maFket," said Ms. Wagner, who is an 
ing coordinator at Eastern Iowa Community Colleges in Dave 
"Greg and I have done all the right things . ... Everything is ju 
expensive right now. You see houses that are going to $350,0C 
they need a lot of work and updates. It's still just crazy out thE 

The state of the housing market in the Quad Cities con tin 
be a source of frustration for many people looking to buy t 

Work continues on a new home under construction off Hopewell Avenue in Bettendorf. CREDIT DAVE THOMPSON HOUSING P 

Home-grown leaders seek to 
revive RI West End's greatness 
By Kenda Burrows 

kenda@quadcitiesbusiness.com 

Railroad _overpass· part o-f Jolr 
Bettendorf-Riverd�ale study 

For years studies and plans have been created by well-intentioned 
outsiders seeking to fix what they believe is broken in Rock Island's 
once vibrant and historic West End neighborhood. 

But despite periodic investment, an overdue rebirth eludes this 
diverse, economically challenged and marginalized community as 
its housing base, infrastructure and youth pay the price. 

Seeking to change that today is an active, influential and inclu
sive group of West End community leaders who are working with 
the City of Rock Island and grant funder Deere & Co. to flip the 
area's tired old redevelopment script and create a homegrown revi
talization plan that will be both effective and sustainable. 

After a difficult start that included a forced COVID-19 pause, a re
incarnated West End Revitalization process has been making strides 
in the effort to lift up the area boun<kd by the Rock Island Parkway 
on the north and west, 18th Avenue on the south and 15th and 16th 
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By Steve Tappa 
news@quadcitiesbusiness.com 

Following a breakfast meeting last year with 
a railroad vice president, Riverdale Mayor An
thony Heddlesten's mind began steaming to
ward a solution to a perplexing problem. 

After all, his day job· involves fixing issues 
for communities as the chief of the civil a_nd 
environmental engineering department for 
the Rock Island District of the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers. 

The challenge for Mr. Heddlesten's tiny 
town is the same reality now facing every com
munity along the Mississippi River in the Iowa 
Quad Cities after the approval Wednesday, 
March 15, by federal regulators of the merger 
of major railroads Canadian Pacific (CP) and 
Kansas City Southern (KCS). 
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The $31.6 billion deal - which crea1 
first single railway run
ning from Canada to 
Mexico through Amer
ica's heartland - is ex
pected to triple train 
traffic to nearly one per 
hour in the new route's 
most-affected area in the 
Iowa Quad Cities. The 
average train also is pro
jected to double to more ANTHONY HEDDL 
than two miles long by 2027. 

"The Arconic ( aluminum manufact 
plant is a mile long, so this could be a big 
lem getting people and products in anc 
Mr. Heddlesten said, pointing to his -
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A $34 million 
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new jobs and revenue: 
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